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Seychelles’ Conservation Policy
• Only official national policy specific to
protected areas is the Conservation Policy in
the Seychelles (1971) derived from Seychelles
Tourism Policy (1969) and the National Parks
and Nature Conservancy Ordinance (1969).
• Therefore there was a need to update and
modernise National PA Policy directions.

Vision statement for the PA System
To have a Protected Areas System (PAS) that
protects and conserves high conservation
value, comprehensive and ecologically
representative examples of the Seychelles’
natural diversity and cultural heritage and
that provides ample opportunities for the fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising
from the sustainable use of these resources.

Principal Goal for Seychelles PAS
To achieve an effective and multi-use
protected area system that is representative,
comprehensive and balanced to maintain the
highest quality examples of ecosystems
within the country by engaging all
stakeholders.

Scope
This Policy covers all terrestrial and marine
habitats and ecosystems of the Seychelles’
territory and its Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ).

Responsible bodies for the Policy
• The Ministry responsible for Environment
through the designated agency/ies shall oversee
the implementation of the Protected Areas Policy.
• Government agencies, Non Governmental
Organizations (NGOs), the private sector and local
communities responsible for PA management,
fisheries, and land use shall be provided with the
opportunity to be involved in the implementation
of the policy.

Commitments (relevant to MSP)

To achieve the objectives of this Policy, the Government shall:

1. Create and use new PA categories in
accordance to international norms.
2. Systematically review, re-organize and
expand the existing protected areas system
using the new PA categories.
3. Implement a system of spatial and temporal
conservation-priority zoning for the coastal
and marine areas.

Existing legislation
• Primary Leg for PA in Seychelles is the National Parks
and Nature Conservancy Act (1969) – MNP, NP, SR.
• Protected Areas Act (1967) - PA
• Environment Protection Act (1994)- AONB
• Environment Impact Assessment (1994).
• The Wild Animals and Birds Protection Act (1966).- NR
• The Fisheries Act (1987) - SR
• Town and Country Planning Act (1972) – (PPA) – Land
Use Plans

Existing PAs.
PA

Classification

IUCN

Year

Characteristics

Cousin Island

SR

Ib

1980

Breeding colonies of seabirds,
endemic land birds, high
biodiversity

Aride

SR

Ib

1975

Protection of seabird colony.

Aldabra

SR

Ib

1981

Ecosystem conservation and
management

Port Launay,
Baie Ternay,
Curieuse,

MNP

II

1979

Healthy coral reef system, high
marine biodiversity

Morne
Seychellois

NP

II

1979

Water catchment, high
biodiversity value, IBA

Vallee de Mai

NR

IV

1983

Seychelles Black Parrot, cocode-mer, palm forest, water
catchment

African Banks

PA

n/a

1987

Security

Revised PA Categories
The new system;
• Retains the best of the areas and designations
which were first codified in law since 1969;
• rationalizes and simplifies the categories
• harmonizes the Seychelles system with the
contemporary internationally adopted definitions
which have been established by IUCN – the World
Conservation Union and adopted by the UN
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

These new categories
• do not imply a simple hierarchy
• should also be independent of who owns
controls or has responsibility for management
• can be designated as temporary or permanent
and marine or terrestrial.
• Allows for PAs to be upgraded or downgraded
to a different category following designation,
when timely PA reviews are carried out,

The 5 revised categories:
• Strict Nature Reserve (IUCN Ia)
• Ecological Reserve (IUCN IV)
• National Park (IUCN II)
• Protected landscape/seascape
(IUCN V)
• Sustainable Use Area (IUCN VI)

Strict Nature Reserve (IUCN Ia)
An area set aside for the strict protection of
biodiversity and/or geological or landform
features, where human visitation, use and
impacts are strictly controlled and limited to
ensure the protection of the area. All other
interests and activities are subordinated to
this end. Such reserve may serve for scientific
research and long term monitoring.

Primary Objective of SNR
To conserve nationally, regionally or globally
outstanding ecosystems, species (occurrences
or aggregations) and/or geodiversity features:
these attributes will have been formed mostly
or entirely by non-human forces and will be
degraded or destroyed when subjected to all
but very light human impact.

Designation criteria
• endemic or endangered species in ecologically
significant densities
• ecosystems largely intact with intact ecological
processes
• free of significant direct intervention by humans
• managed for relatively low visitation by humans
• Provides areas where ecosystems can be studied
in as pristine an environment as possible

Ecological Reserve (IUCN IV)
• New category
• used to re-categorize many of the existing or
proposed small protected areas
• Areas that have been established as Nature
Reserves which fall outside of the National
Parks and Nature Conservancy Act (1969) may
be re-classified as Ecological Reserves (ER).

ER - DEFINITION
An area set aside for the protection of
particular species or habitats, normally subject
to regular, active interventions to address the
requirements of particular species or to
maintain habitats.

Objectives
• To maintain, conserve and restore flora and
fauna species of national, regional and
international importance; including resident or
migratory fauna; and/or habitats.
• To protect vegetation patterns or other biological
features through sound management
approaches;
• To protect fragments of habitats
• To develop public education and appreciation of
the species and/or habitats concerned;

Designation Criteria
• can vary in size but which can often be relatively
small
• temporary (e.g. nursery areas during breeding
season, feeding aggregation areas etc) or
permanent & management will depend on need
• Can include fragments of an ecosystem and/or
rare or threatened habitats
• may not be self-sustaining and may require
regular and active management interventions

Designation criteria (cont.)
• may protect and/or actively manage particular
target species
• Areas that may need to be maintained and/or
restored;
• may secure stepping-stones (places for migratory
species to feed and rest) or breeding sites
• allow for targeted re-introduction of species
• provide flexible management strategies and
options in buffer zones around, or connectivity
conservation corridors between, more strictly
protected areas

National Parks (IUCN II)
An area designated for the propagation,
protection and preservation of wild life or the
preservation of places or objects of aesthetic,
geological, prehistoric, historical,
archeological or other scientific interest for the
benefit, advantage and enjoyment of the
general public and includes in the case of a
Marine National Park an area of shore, sea or
sea bed together with coral reef and other
marine features so set aside;

Objectives
To protect natural biodiversity along with its
underlying ecological structure, supporting
environmental processes and services, and to
promote education and recreation.

Designation Criteria
• Contain representative examples of key ecosystems ,
biological and environmental features
• be of special spiritual, scientific, educational,
recreational or tourist significance & provide for
sustainable use of natural resources
• be of sufficient size and ecological quality so as to
maintain ecological functions and processes
• Minimal management intervention
• protect larger-scale ecological processes
• Protect species and communities that require relatively
larger areas of undisturbed habitat

Protected land/seascape
• This category is a modification of the AONB
category (NPNCA)
• Will also strengthen designations under the
town and country planning act or (PPA) to
protect linear features eg coastlines which
cannot be protected under the current
legislation.

Definition
An area of land, with or without coast and sea
as appropriate, where natural elements in
isolation or through the interaction of people
and nature over time has produced an area of
distinct character with significant aesthetic,
ecological and/or cultural value, and often
with high biological diversity.

Objectives
• To protect and sustain important
landscapes/seascapes and the associated nature
conservation and possibly other values created
by interactions with humans.
- contribute to broad-scale conservation by
maintaining species associated with cultural
landscapes
- maintain a balanced interaction of nature and
culture through the protection of landscape
and/or seascape and associated traditional
management approaches

Criteria for designation
• should have a landscape and/or coastal and island seascape
of high and/or distinct scenic quality and/or
environmentally sensitive areas.
• should be valued for the provision of environmental
services.
• should provide opportunities for public enjoyment through
recreation and tourism.
• may be areas that act as a buffer around a core of one or
more strictly protected areas to help to ensure that land
and water-use activities do not threaten their integrity;
• may act as linking habitat between several other protected
areas.

Sustainable Use
• This is a new category.
• Seychelles has both terrestrial and marine areas
that are in relatively natural condition but also
accommodate economic uses such as sustainable
forestry, medicinal plants and fisheries.
• Some of these areas will benefit from formal
designation within the PA system rather than
remaining partially protected or designated
within a Land Use Plan alone.

Definition
An area that contains modified and/or
unmodified natural systems, managed to
ensure long term protection and maintenance
of ecosystems and services, while providing at
the same time a sustainable flow of natural
products and services compatible with nature
conservation.

Objectives
• To protect and use natural ecosystems and
resources sustainably, where conservation and
sustainable use can be mutually beneficial.
- promote sustainable use of natural resources,
considering ecological, economic and social
dimensions
- facilitate scientific research and environmental
monitoring, mainly related to the conservation
and sustainable use of natural resources;

Designation Criteria
• should be areas managed with the aims to
sustainably manage and use ecosystems and
habitats, together with associated cultural values
and natural resource management systems.
• may be a combination of areas designated for
sustainable use and no-take area.
• The category is NOT designed to accommodate
large-scale industrial harvest.
• Upon submission for designation, a management
plan specific to that area should be provided.

Priority Management Matrix
Management
Objective

Strict Nature
Reserve (IUCN
1a)

Ecological
Reserve (IUCN
IV)

National Park
(IUCN II)

Protected
land/sea scape
(IUCN V)

Sustainable use
Area (IUCN
VI)

1=primary objective 2 =secondary objective 3 =minor relevance
– means not applicable.

Scientific Research

1

2

2

3

3

Habitat & Species
Protection
Species/genetic diversity
Environmental services
Natural/cultural services
Habitat restoration
Tourism & recreation
Education
Sustainable Use

1

1

1

2

2

1
2
2
3
3
-

1
2
3
1
3
2
-

1
1
2
2
2
1
3

3
2
1
3
2
3
-

2
1
3
3
3
2
1

New PA nomination process
• New nomination process will be prepared for all
PAs nominations accessible to government, NGOs
and the general public.
• Process will have well defined entry points and
transparent steps (Annex F; nomination file)
• A regulation defining the nomination process
included in the new PA legislation.
• Commitment of creation of PA System plan will
prioritise areas for nomination as opposed to ad
hoc method of PA designation.

Special conservation zone/Interim
• Based on precautionary principle and allows
an area to be protected until assessments are
made and the area is gazetted.
• Use of an interim order.
• Can be used in emergency situations.
• Temporary.

Policy Review
• Under Commitment 13, the Government of
Seychelles is committed to ensure objective,
independent reviews and updates of this
Protected Areas Policy every 10 years.
• This may involve legislative and regulatory
changes if these are deemed necessary.
• The review is vital to keep in line with Seychelles
International obligations, and
• to address our national conservation priorities.

Gaps
• Legislation (existing vs revisions).
• Other zones e.g.; shipping routes and fishing
restriction/management areas not
encompassed in the PA policy.
• Legislation e.g. Physical Planning Act and Land
Use plans.

Questions?

Thank you

