MSP Steering Committee #30, with Technical Working Group #22
Date: Tuesday 13 June 2023
Time: 1-4 PM (Seychelles local time)
Location: Virtual, Zoom

Minutes

Meeting Objectives:

1. To finalise Allowable Activities Tables Zone 1, 2 and 3 and all associated documents: Codes, Master List
of Definitions, General and Area-based Management Considerations.

2. Next steps and in-person consultations end of June

Attendance x25:

Alain de Comarmond- SeyCCAT, Financing and Implementation TWG

Ameer Ebrahim- Independent Consultant, Fisheries TWG

Annabelle Constance- SIF, Marine Ecology TWG & rep SIF CEO, SC member
Chris Mason-Parker - CEQ, MCSS, Steering Committee, Marine Ecology TWG
Cynthia Adrienne- MLH, Steering Committee

Elle Brighton — Blue Safaris, Marine Ecology TWG

Errol Renaud — Consultant Island Carbons Solutions —, TWG Energy & Infrastructure
Gregory Burke — ICS, Steering Committee & Marine Ecology TWG

Gilberte Gendron — independent consultant — Marine Ecology TWG
Henriette Grimmel- SOSF-DRC, Marine Ecology TWG

James Lea- SOSF-DRC, Marine Ecology TWG- second part of the meeting
Kelsy Gill- Outreach & Capacity Building office- MACCE, Marine Ecology TWG
Lana Gabriel- SFA (EMS)- Fisheries TWG

Liam Weber — SeyCCAT, Marine Ecology TWG

Marie-May Jeremie — CEO SeyCCAT, Steering Committee, Finance TWG
Miguel Herrera — AGAC — Fisheries TWG

Murray Duncan, UniSey, (alt) Steering committee & Marine Ecology TWG
Rodney Quatre- MACCE, Steering Committee & Marine Ecology TWG
Sabrena Lawrence — rep Rodney Govinden, SFA- Fisheries TWG

Stuart Laing — UniSey, Financing & implementation TWG

Veronica Uzice — SFA (aquaculture), Fisheries TWG

Wilna Accouche- GIF, Steering Committee, Fisheries TWG

MSP Core Team

Joanna Smith-Science and Process lead, Seychelles MSP initiative, TNC Canada
Helena Sims- Project Manager, Seychelles MSP initiative, TNC

Elke Talma- SeyCCAT Project coordinator

Minutes:



Action_Response (with

ltem # Agenda Item Comment/Advice initials)
1.0 Welcome The SMSP team welcomed all the participants to the
meeting.
1.1 Agenda Review The agenda of the meeting was reviewed and Annex |
adopted without any changes.
1.2 Introductions Introductions from SC and TWG members. Members See attendance list
were requested to please put their name, affiliation,
and SC or TWG member in the chat. One participant was
removed as the team
could not identify their
name and affiliation.
2.00 Allowable Activities The SMSP team briefed the SCand TWG on the
Tables Zone 1, 2 and 3 | document review order:
1. Definitions: Floating Structures, Underwater
Structures, Sport Fishing, SFA new fishing
definitions
2. Codes: #19 Dive sites
3. Zone 2: jet skis Cosmoledo and Astove, St
Joseph
4. Area-based Management Considerations: St
Joseph, Cosmoledo and Astove
5. Zone 3: outstanding codes for motorised
and non-motorised
6. Any other outstanding items
2.01 Definitions review: SMSP summarised the proposed revision to move
Floating Structures floating structures & underwater structures to
Maritime Infrastructure as both activities could apply
to multiple themes.
Floating Structures, marine
e Means any structure floating on the surface
of the water. Floating structures could
include floating accommodation,
restaurants, visitor centres, floating
decommissioned vessels, or a building with
pontoons. Floating Structures do not have a
working engine.
Underwater Structures, marine.
e Means any structures fully submerged below
the surface of the water. Underwater
structures could include tourism
accommodation, facilities for research,
submerged decommissioned vessels for
SCUBA, artificial structures and other
structures such as blue barriers [sea level
rise, coral reefs]. Underwater structures do
not have a working engine.
2.02 Fisheries TWG members flagged that the definition of | SMSP to include an

floating structures as proposed could include FADs
and that this is not the intention of the definition.

indication of the
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Action_Response (with
initials)

2.03

2.04

2.05

2.06

Members proposed to reword the definition for the
purpose of the floating structure or to provide an
exclusion of FADs and vessels.

purpose of the floating
structure. JS.

Marine Ecology TWG members suggested to keep the
definition as simple as possible- floating structure or
devices that does not have an engine, mechanical
propulsion.

Members proposed the term floating infrastructure
as opposed to ‘structure’.

SMSP team proposed to add ‘could include but not
limited to’.

No objection

Fisheries TWG members sought confirmation that if
these activities are moved, would the codes for
floating structures remain the same and still include
#19°?

The concern was raised because #19 is the only code
that allows a floating structure like a floating dock
(with anchors to the seabed) which is essential for
island function.

SMSP confirmed
allowable if essential (in
71).Js.

2.07

2.08

2.09

2.10

2.11

2.12

Definition review:
underwater
structures

The SMSP updated members that the revised
definition included to add ‘that does not have an
engine, propulsion system’.

Members alerted that in the past, there have been
proposals for underwater restaurants.

Members queried as to what would apply if the
structure were partially submerged.

Members queried as to whether the activity should
depend on if they are anchored to the bottom.

There was agreement to merge the two activities and
have one definition for both and with the same
codes.

Floating at surface, vs floating and fixed (static)

See edited definition

Edited definition:

Structures Other, marine:

Means any structure or infrastructure that is floating
on the surface of the water or submerged, fully or
partially. Could include, but is not limited to,
accommodation, restaurants, visitor centres,
decommissioned vessels, structures with pontoons,
facilities for research, aquaculture, renewable energy
or other uses. These structures do not have a
working engine or any propulsion mechanism, system
or device, do not include active ‘vessels’, or FADs
(anchored or floating). This is not floating objects.

No Objection on revised
definition.

2.13

Definition review:
Sport fishing

SMSP confirmed that the definition for sport fishing
is: Any fishery undertaken for sport or recreation
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which involves the hiring, chartering or leasing of a
vessel not exceeding 40 metres in length overall, but
which does not result in the trading, offering for sale
or selling of fish (SFA common fisheries terms).

2.14 SFA confirmed that the definition has changed a little | SFA
and that they will share the new definition with SMSP
Team.

2.15 SMSP reverted that the current SFA draft (April 2023)
includes the following definition: “sport fishing”
means any fishing activity undertaken for sport or
recreation which involves the hiring, chartering or
leasing of a vessel and its annexes not exceeding 40
metres in length overall, but which does not result in
the trading or selling of fish;

“Sport fishing vessel” means a vessel used for sport
fishing;

2.16 Fisheries TWG members questioned if there is a fly- The SMSP team
fishing definition in revised fishery act. confirmed that there

isn’t a fly-fishing
definition in the revised
act.

SFA to confirm.

2.17 Members discussed that some sport fishing activities
also provide fish to the hotels and that under the
fishery co-management plan of the Mahe plateau,
this is allowed but that there are bag limits.

2.18 There was a query on why there is a specification of
vessels involved in this definition. Members proposed
to remove this so that it is as an all-encompassing
definition and includes sports fishing activities from
shore.

2.19 Marine ecology TWG members queried as to how this | SMSP team noted that
definition considers sports fishing competitions and in the masterlist of
the use of personal vessels for sports fishing definitions, sports
(chartering/hiring of vessels part of definition)? fishing includes

competitions. JS.

2.20 Fisheries TWG members proposed an option to SMSP advised that this
mention gear type vs the activity in the AAT. would involve describing

all the gear types
including for the
artisanal fishery. JS.

2.21 Agreement: Add C16 There was agreement to add C16 to Sport fishing 22

to Sport fishing 22 AAT.
2.22 Action item SMSP to follow up with SFA for clarity on how fly JS., HS.

fishing is addressed as opposed to sport fishing in the
revised fisheries act.
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2.24

2.25

2.26

2.27

Codes: #19 Dive sites

SMSP team reminded members that they met with
some representatives from the dive sector in 2022.
The meeting was called by the department for
tourism and consisted mostly of representatives
operating in the inner islands. This was the
consideration of C21 — for dive sites. During the
meeting, maps were presented of dive sites in the
inner island. SMSP queried committee members on
whether similar maps exist for the outer islands.

Marine ecology TWG members confirmed that the
Blue Safari have maps of their dive sites in the outer
islands, but that the atolls have a continuous reef
system and often there are new dive sites emerging
which are not on the map.

Other members confirmed and agreed that anywhere
along the reef can be considered as a dive site

SMSP reminded members that there are standard
diving protocols that include safety flags for diving
operations which need to be visible. It was proposed
that there could be mention of these standard
protocols in the general management/site specific
considerations and that these can also be addressed
in management plans of needed.

Action: SMSP to add to
general management
considerations for code
#21 and what to
consider for ‘dive sites’
to manage spatial
conflicts, etc.;
Site-specific and
addressed in the
management
considerations.

Follow all dive
protocols.

Marine ecology TWG members discussed that for
some outer island sites, the sector may have a
concern for the conservation of dive sites with high
ecological value and may not want these sites to be
publicly known due to potential threats of spear
fishing or poaching or something intrusive or
destructive happening based on that knowledge
having been shared. Hence, not publicising dive sites
can have a conservation motivation rather than
commercial motivation.

2.28

Zone 2: Jet skis
Cosmoledo and
Astove, St Joseph

SMSP reminded members of the ongoing discussions
pertaining to Jet Ski use which was raised by Tourism:
For zone 1, these are excluded except for essential
access, MCS or medical emergencies. For zone 2,
there is a need to clarify if that also applies. Under
the GoS-UNDP-GEF Ol project, they are not permitted
at Desroches, Poivre, Alphonse and Farquhar
following extensive stakeholder discussion.
Outstanding are jet ski use in Z2, other outer islands,
especially Cosmoledo & Astove & St Joseph where




Agenda
Item #

Agenda Item

Comment/Advice

Action_Response (with
initials)

2.29

2.30

231

2.32

2.33

2.34

2.35

there has been no consultation specifically on this
activity.

Marine Ecology TWG members expressed their
preference is that they wouldn’t be allowable and
banned in the other Z2 areas, especially if they are
banned in the four OIP sits as the members expressed
that there are areas that are more sensitive than the
sites in Desroches, Poivre, Alphonse and Farquhar

SMSP reminded members that extensive
consultations were held under the Ol project with the
sector that would be directly impacted by a ban of jet
skis. SMSP reminded that discussions held included
that there would need to be the same level of
consultation at Cosmoledo & Astove + St Joseph (and
the other sites) and that this can be held through the
development of their respective management plans.
In the interim the considerations may apply such as
C5 —restrictions may apply for sensitive species and
areas.

Representatives from the GIF confirmed that there
was a proposal for no jet ski use for Denis Island Z2
initially, other than for than for other purposes such
as for essential services other than recreation e.g.,
research and rescue.

SMSP proposed that for consistency, it may be
recommended for jet skis not to be allowable in these
areas as per the 4 OIP sites with a caveat for further
consultation required during the development of
management plans.

Marine Ecology TWG members flagged that Platte
and Coetivy are not in OIP and that hotels are being
developed there and hence they propose to ban jet
ski for ecological considerations.

Additionally, as per IDC permits jet skis are banned
already (not allowed) in the outer islands.

SMSP to check with IDC
and the tourism
department on permits
required for jet ski use
in the outer islands. JS.,
HS.

SMSP members flagged the challenge of enforcement
for activities with caveats such as - pending further
consultations.

Need to revise C11 -
prohibited in all Z2 areas
for consistency but
allowable for
enforcement, defence,
maritime security or
rescue. JS.

Members expressed that there is a need to take a
decision on jet skis and to apply consistency for the
rules and conditions.

There was a proposal to send some of these
proposals to the tourism department and to the
SMSA who are working on regulations for small hire

JS., HS.
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craft and who can prepare for a response in next
meeting.

2.36

Action

Action-

- Recommendation for jet skis not allowable in
Zone 2, as per consistency with 4 OIP areas and
objective for Zone 2 areas for biodiversity
protection. —

- Code #11 would need revision.

- Code #19 applies.

- Noting the IDC permit system jet skis not
allowable in Outer Islands.

- Action item: check with IDC and SMSA on
permits.

2.37

2.38

2.39

2.40

241

Area-based
Management
Considerations: St
Joseph, Cosmoledo
and Astove

SMSP reminded members that the proposed Area-

based management considerations (moved from

Zone 2 AAT — March 2023) include:

* DenisIsland

* Amirantes to Fortune Bank — St Joseph Atoll

e Artisanal =X

*  Semi-industrial = X

¢ Desalination, boat-based - #1, #5

* Renewable Energy —all =X

*  Bioprospecting, Development — X

*  Petroleum Exploration, Drilling — X

e  Petroleum Development, Production, Extraction
-X

*  Motorised vessels, commercial—C *°

*  Motorised devices — C *°

e  Tourism Accommodation, marine - X

SMSP requested feedback from members on what
area-based management considerations would be
included for St Joseph and Denis Island Z2 with a
reminder that for consistency with a Z2, there would
not be an X for some of these activities.

GIF reminded those present that in the last meeting
in March, GIF agreed to have the same conditions for
all Z2 for consistency.

It was proposed for the same codes to be applied for
the 72 for Denis and St Joseph and restrictions C5 (key
species/avoidance/temporal/sites) would be
considered in the respective management plans.

SOSF agreed, with a concern, on whether these
conditions would apply to all the Z2 areas equally?

SMSP reiterated that as
per AAT, code 5 restricts
activities that could
impact on key
biodiversity species and
habitats. These may
include restrictions on




Agenda

Action_Response (with

ltem # Agenda Item Comment/Advice initials)
gear type, seasonality
etc. JS.

2.42 Marine ecology TWG members queried on whether SMSP raised that there
C5 and C7 allows room for spatial restrictions to is also an interim
protect species under research interest E.g., tagging protection category in
purposes the NRC Act (2022) that

provided for restrictions
for time for research of
sensitive species. HS.

2.43 MACCE flagged a concern of the objective of the zone
for sustainable use and any implication of restricting
fishing. MACCE advised that the restrictions can be
addressed in management plans and in the fishing
licence with conditions if needed but that they need
to be aligned with the objectives of the zone.

2.44 There was general agreement that this can also be
addressed in the licence conditions or through
addressing fishing technique restrictions.

2.45 Fisheries TWG members advised that for tagging for
research, restrictions that apply would depend on the
objective as in Industrial fisheries, there is tagging
during ongoing fishing activities.

2.46 There were discussions on the different mechanism SOSF & GIF to send
to address sustainable fishing and how biodiversity comments in writing to
conservation can be considered. SMSP team for area-

based management
considerations for St
Joseph & Denis Island
Z2.JL., HG.

2.47 Members requested for advice on whether there is a SFA to confirm, but
differentiation in licensing between what a vessel is there is no variation in
licensed to catch for sale vs what they are allowed to | the licence except for
catch for use of bait? Members referred to when a mackerel and sardine
net fishing vessel reported fishing for sharks for bait fishing but otherwise,
at night and that there were using their net fishing no distinction if used for
gear for that purpose. bait or for sale. AE.

2.48 There was a query on if the SMSP will be aligning the SMSP needs to see the
AAT with the classes of the fisheries in the revised proposed table first. JS.
legislation.

2.49 Zone 3: outstanding SMSP summarised the feedback for the Z3 AAT so far

codes for motorised which includes the preference for;
and non-motorised *  One AAT Table for 23
* Industrial Purse Seine. Remove #22
*  Motorised activities. Codes?
* Non-motorized activities. Codes?
2.50 Industrial Purse Seine. | Discussions on the recommendation for Industrial

Remove #22

Purse Seine- to remove C#22
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2.51 TWG marine ecology members expressed that this is
a motorised activity — commercial and non-
commercial —and to keep similar codes except for
codes that apply only to commercial and would not
apply to non-commercial motorised.

2.52 Z2 vs 73 A concern was raised that the Zone 2 and 3 AAT are
looking very similar.

2.53 c7 It was proposed to remove C7 from motorised and There was agreement to
non-motorised activities as this would refer to fishing | remove C7 from
section. motorised and non-

motorised activities.

2.54 C16 and Z3 Members queried as to how C16 applies to There is a need to
commercial activities in Z3 as it is a multiple use zone. | review how Code 16

applies in zone 3. JS. HS.

2.55 SMSP remined members that this was added as the
Mahe plateau fishery co-management plan has
restrictions but not sure if this applies to hire craft
(sports fishing)

3.0 Wrap up and Next Next steps include:

Steps i.SC#31, with TWG#23 on Thu 22nd Jun: (a) Allowable
Activity Tables and (b) Implementation priorities
ii.SC#32 on Mon 26th June. Quorum needed for AAT
recommendations.

3.1 Recommendations SMSP reminded members that the following SC and SC TWG members were
from SC TWG to SC TWG Recommendations would be needed in the next | requested to submit
include: meetings for; comments by COB

- Adopting Codes Friday 16" June.
- Adopting Zone 1 Table
- Adopting Zone 2 Table Revised documents will
- Adopting Zone 3 Table be sent out on Tuesday
- Adopting Fisheries Act definition of Subsistence 20% June as Monday is a
Fishing PH.
- Adopting Master List of Definitions,
acknowledging there are gaps SC/TWG will be held on
- Adopting General Management Considerations Thursday 22" June.
- Adopting Area-based Management
Considerations
4.0 Members were reminded that the following points

are being tracked for reference:

Alphabetise uses — Cruise ships, for example

- Missing definitions

- Fishing vessel definitions: small scale 1-3 and 4-5

- Floating Structure and Underwater Structure —
move to Infrastructure

- Clean versions of the Allowable Activities Tables
& all documents




Agenda

Action_Response (with

ltem # Agenda Item Comment/Advice initials)
4.20 AOB Any other Business
4.21 Sustainability TWG marine ecology members flagged the need for a
definition definition for sustainability in the SMSP (and Zone 2)

4.22 Green Hydrogen Members from the Energy and Infrastructure TWG SMSP reverted that the
mentioned that there is a proposed new green requirement would be
hydrogen production activity. The member to consider this activity
introduced the new activity with a mention that it is under the Z3 AAT, if
currently being considered as a renewable energy there is no overlap of
activity in shallow waters (Mammels Island) —in Z3 existing pre-MSP MPA.
inner island, at approx. 35m depth with a JS.
requirement of a transmission cable to a substation.

4.23 The Energy and Infrastructure TWG member
reiterated the consideration of patents and NDAs
until further information can be made available.

5.0 Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 1600hrs.

Minutes prepared by Helena Sims, with assistance from Elke Talma, and submitted on 18 June 2023.
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Annex |: Meeting Agenda

SEYCHELLES MARINE SPATIAL PLAN (MSP) INITIATIVE

MSP Steering Committee #30, with Technical Working Group #22
Date: Tuesday 13 June 2023
Time: 1-4 PM (Seychelles local time)
Location: Virtual; contact Helena Sims for Zoom link

DRAFT Agenda

Meeting Objective:
1. To finalise Allowable Activities Tables Zone 1, 2 and 3 and all associated documents: Codes, Master List
of Definitions, General and Area-based Management Considerations.
2. Next steps and in-person consultations end of June

# | Time Topic

12:55 PM | Virtual meeting started

1 | 1:00PM Meeting Opening — Steering Committee Chair MACCE
e Welcome — MACCE and SMSP Team
e Agenda review — MACCE

e Introductions from SC and TWG members. Please put your name, affiliation, and SC or
TWG member in the chat.

Allowable Activities Tables - Dr. Joanna Smith and Ms. Helena Sims
i Continue discussions with the changes from 22 March plus the discussions on 5-6 June,

2 | 1:10PM and outstanding items
2:20 PM Virtual Break
Allowable Activities Tables, continued - Dr. Joanna Smith and Ms. Helena Sims
2 2:30 PM i Changes and outstanding items, cont’d

i Summary of Recommendations from SC/TWG to Steering Committee

Next steps - Dr. Joanna Smith and Ms. Helena Sims

i SC#31, with TWG#23 on Thu 22" Jun: (a) Allowable Activity Tables and (b)
3 | 3:45PM Implementation priorities
ii. SC#32 on Mon 26" June. Quorum needed for AAT recommendations.

4 | 3:55PM AOB and Wrap up - Dr. Joanna Smith and Ms. Helena Sims

4:00 PM Adjourn

Annex ll: List of documents provided and in shared dropbox:
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wybzl16mhzmkvkck/AAAvfxAlx 69d85xL16jugc3a?dl=0

SEYMSP_SC30_TWG22_Agenda_13Jun2023_Draft
SEYMSP_SC28TWG20_Minutes_20230605_Final
SEYMSP_SC29TWG21_Minutes_20230606_Final
SEYMSP_SC30_TWG22_PPT1_20230613_v1_draft
SEYMSP_MasterList_Definitions_AllowableActivities_20230605_SC-TWG_tracked
SEYMSP_ActivitiesTable_Completion_Codes 20230605 _SC-TWG_tracked
SEYMSP_ActivitiesTable_Completion_GenMgmt_20230605_SC-TWG_tracked
SEYMSP_ActivitiesTable_Completion_Zone2 20230605 SC-TWG_tracked
SEYMSP_ActivitiesTable_Completion_Zone3 20230605
SEYMSP_ActivitiesTable_Completion_Zone3 20230605 SC-TWG_tracked
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wybz16mhzmkvkck/AAAvfxAlx_6qd85xL16jugc3a?dl=0

